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accord him an audience, he would be only too glad of the
opportunity to "lay his homage at the feet of her
majesty." That was all. Yet such as it was, the empress
managed to turn it to political account, for she suddenly
left Carlsbad, making it known throughout France,
by means of the press, that she had been compelled to
quit the baths, and to interrupt the cure, in consequence
of the undesirable attentions which Prince George of Prussia
persisted in forcing upon her. Naturally, the newspapers
made the most of her story, and were filled with denuncia-
tions and abuse of the prince, some of the sheets asserting,
by way of explanation of his conduct, that he was ment-
ally unbalanced, his mother having been an acknowledged
lunatic, and his brother, Prince Alexander, an imbecile.
Nothing can be further from the truth. It cannot be denied
that he has a few harmless and kindly eccentricities which
would attract no attention whatever in an ordinary septua-
genarian, but which excite comment merely by reason of his
rank as a prince of the blood. He is a gentle, brilliantly ac-
complished, chivalrous old fellow, without an enemy in the
world, and is a great favorite with the emperor's children,
who will deeply miss him when he passes over to the ma-
jority, and is laid to rest in the family vault of the house
of Hohenzollern.
With this exception, the princes and princesses of the
blood of the Court of Berlin are all of much the same age
as the emperor. They comprise Prince Henry, his only
brother, who is due home from China in the spring of
1900, and his consort, Princess Irene of Hesse, sister of
the young czarina. Then there is Prince Frederick-Leo-
pold, the extremely wealthy son of Prussia's celebrated
cavalry general, Prince Frederick-Charles, to whom be-
longed the credit of taking the French stronghold of

